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HOUSE oy RRFRESBNTATIVES
% Tuesdayy Dec: 261in 1826,

Me. Wanl, of New York, offercd
this resolutions -y . -
. Resolved, ‘Thaﬂue committee on
tbe District> of Columbia inquire
whether therc be in force, in the

3

.| 8»id District, any law authorizing
e imprisonwent of any free man

of colour, being a citizen of any of
the Unifed States. anl his sale as
an unclaimed slave for jail fees and
nther charges; and if 8o, to inquire
into the expediency of repealing
the same.
In support of this resolution, Mr.
Ward said, he was urge? to present
it not only by a sens: ot duty, by
au ohli%ﬂtinn to obey the instruc-
tions ol the citizens of the county of
West Chester, which constituted a
part of bis district, It is knowa
that Gilbert lortou, a frea man f
colour, and a citizen of that county .
was goprisoncd in this city la-t
summeér, under a law of the otate o}
Maryland. Hewasad:icrtzed,amd
would bave been anld, as a slave, to
pay his jail fees under that Jaw,
(which now it seems (.rms a part of
the code of this District,) but for
the prompt interference of the citi-
zens of that county, at whase soli-
citation it became the subject of a
correspondence between tiie execu-
tive of the United States, and the
executive of the state of N. w York,
M. W, held it to be the, duty of
every Representative on this floor,
to guard and protect the rights of
lis citizens of this union, so far ay
those rights may come within the
authority delegated to congress by
:he constitution, and therefore do
not deem 1t necessary to apologize
for bringing this subject under the
consideration of this hvuse. But
from the members individually. 1
crave their inaulgence, whilst, [
offer the few observations which
furce themselves on my mind. b
Whatever the law is, and whilte
ever its origin, it could only have
been intended to apply to fugitive
dlaves, Any other application Vof
it would be at variance with the sa-
cred constitution of the land, and
void in itself. That it is unconsti-
tutional is virtually, if not express.
ly declared, by the 3d article, and
2d scction of the constitution of the
United States, by which it will be
secn that a free citizen caunot with.
out a trial, and without the allega.
tion ofa crime be condemned to
servitude for life. The section re-
ferred to, provides. ¢::hat the trial
of all crimes, except in cases of im-
peachment, shall be by jury, and
such trials shall be held in the state
where ‘the said crimes shall have
theen committed, but when not com-
mitted within any statc, the trial
shall be at such place or places, as
the Congress way, by law, have di-
rected.
"~ ‘T'he 4th 5th and 6th articles of
thc amendments of that Chavter,
define more particularly the abso.
lute gjghts of persons, and secure
free citizen, whatever
may be his complexion, the right of
personal liberty and privato pro-
perty.
Here Mr. W, read the abose
mentioned articles, ’
I might add.that the continuance
of such a law in that portion of the
nation especially confided to rthe
exclusive jurisdiction of Congress
would Ee no less impolitic than ad-
verse to the motives which couced
©d this jarisdiction. -It was cer-
inly never [ptended that the litile
Pace of t&a miles square, shoald
b the grave of vighls so clearly
defined by the Constitution, and it
could still less huvp been expected
that the wisdom of2Cungress would
have suffered a law 80 unjust in its
operation, to have staincd tho re.
sntdl of her courts.

That ite continnance would be
impolitic, i% proved by its rcpeal
by the very Statc which enacted it,
md}'nlsht be eanily exemplified in
8 ng the State pf Now York

#s a retaliatory medsum to
refasd to mendmdgmra slaves
from

 District,. For the viold:
#ame,
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imprisonment was ndf for a crime;,
|- vor for a debt, andfhe mere cip-
cunstance of bis not being claimed
as'a slave could not strip the (ree-

man of coloar of his privileges as a

citizen qf the free and independent

State of New York, aud create a

debt to which no free act of his had

contributed. But, asked Mr, W,

were it otherwise, and could a de-

mand be raised against him by the
wrbitrary turn of the jailor’s Key,
what civilized country, in this en-
ligutened age, permits the sale of
the person of the debtor to satisfy
the rapacity cf the Creditor? None!

Is a frec citizen, then, because
his colour happens to be dark, to
he less protected by the laws than
a poor debtor in (he fangs of a mer-
cilesa ceeditor? I8 he to be depriv.
cd of the privelege of visiting your
Capital, but so:ue tip-staff should
lunge him intn a dungeon, to
speculate on his liberties, or to bind
him to the car of strangers? Would
not, Sir. such a system equally
place in jeopardy the privileges of
the East Indian, and of the citi-
zens of nations in amity with this,
asibe poor, sun-stricken, out casts
of Africa?

“8hall we longer suffer this un.
utional, this disgraceful ofl.
of a folicy long since repu-

the enlightened and hon.
orabiEBtate of Maryland, to cling,
as anhgxeresence on the code of this
our et? ! &

The jilrisprudence of this Dis-
trict, ~said Mr. W, ought to be ex-
hibited to this country and to the
worid” without a stain—its object
should be, not to oppress, but to
vindicate the rights of (reemen,and
if thdréis aspnt on earth, where

serights should be held sacrel,
that placggs the District of Colum-
bia. ‘

Mr. W. concluded, by hoping

that the House would adopt the re-
solutinn, and that it will at an car-
ly day, command the scrious atten-
‘tion of th- Committee.
1 Mr. Forsyth said, he listened
rwith some attention, to the remarks
of the gentleman from N. York,
(Mr. Ward.) No law was obliga-
tory whiclh was contrary to the
Constitution,  L'hen, if this is the
case, and the law which the gentle-
man speaks of cxists, and this law
is contrary to the laws of the Unit-
ed States. it is not obligatory.
Then, why make any inquiry about
the matters?

The Laws of the Unitcd States,
sayq the gentleman from New York,
arc in direct opposition tn this law:
then it is an unconstitutional law,
and can have no effect.  The Laws
ot the Constitution bind cvery
court.  They cqually affect Mary-
land and New York., I'he Execu-
tive of cvery State are obliged to
act in accordance with these Laws.,
‘I'hen, why this inquiry? If the
Laws of Maryland and any other
State arc contrary to the Laws of
the United States, they do not bind
any one, and they are not to be ob-
served. Then, why bring this mat.
ter before th:s House? Why bring
it into this Hall irritating and use-
less discussions?  But,<aid Mer, F.
most extraordinary doctrines scem
to prevail, nat only in this House,
but also in the United States, Here
it seems that the constitated antho-
rities of one State, are calieg on to
protectamanwhoisin anothér State.
\What bas any Goveérnor to do with
the member of another Statedz What
right has one Exccutive to inter-
fero with the K xccutive of ahnther?
The rights of each member. are
clear, these rights arc secured Yy.
tho Law. ,The Consiitution is the
lex scripta. This is the protection
of cvery individual. 'T'he Cominit-
tee to whom is referred in the Pre-
sident’s Mcssage, the re-examina-
tion of the Criminal Code of the
District of Columbia, should, if any
rights are invaded by the Law,
conslder it. It is a proper sabject,
thought Mr. F. fur their considera-
tion> If any law operates on any
one hard they will observe it. No
injusticc ought to bo dons to any.
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Wednesday, December 27,

" The resvlution of Mr. Wanl,
yesterday onder consideration, was
again taken up, i

Mr. Hamilton of 8outh Carolina,
in rising to address the Chiir,
said, that he did not know that the
House or himself had any occaslon
to regret that he should bave failed
yesterday in the efurt he made to
obtain the tloor, on the discussion
of the resolution of the gentlemun
from New York, (Mr. Ward,) for he
confessed he was t'en under anex-
citement fram the purcly gratuitous,
uncalled  for, and nflammatory
remarks of that gentleman, which,
perhaps, at an unseasnnable stage
of the inquiry, might have impelled
him into that sart of discussion,
which. the carcfully premeditated
flights of the gentleman’s oratory
were well calculated to provoke.

He was now, however, not dis-
posed to oppose the passage of the
resolutions  because if there had
bren any oppression ty an in-
dividual, conteary to law, let it be
exposed; and moreover, il the ques-
tion involved in the resolution was
to be discussed, he would much pre.
fer, (as it would be more appropri-
ate,) offering whathe had to say on
the point, aftet the report of the
Committee, to whichit was propas.
ed to send the resolution, should
they discover the evil of which the
cntleman coplained, or adopt his
views as to its remedy.

With this determination, he
would not stop to expose the tallacy
of that part of the zeatlewan's
speech, which he presumed, was
technically to be considered its ar-
gumentative portion, nor  would
he waste the time of the House Ly
indulging in a critical analysis of
the rhetorical part of his discourse,
because he presumed that all the
poetry and philanthropy of this was
expressly for the edification and en-
tertainment of the representatives
of the twelve slavcholding States &
Territories of this Unidn,  He
would not, therefore, be ungrateful
to that gentleman for what, per-
haps, was intended as the compli-
ments of the season, and would as-
sure him that whenever he was de-
sirous of gratilying them with the
pathos of a certain ballad entitled,
«'The sunstricken outcasts of Afri-
ca,’” that he wight save himself an
infinity of troublr, as he would,
without doubt, find to his hands ia
the Della Crusca Album of some
boarding schael Miss, much pretti-
er verses than these. But, Sir, let
this pass, ¢sufficient for the day is
the evil thereol.”

Whenever the Committee of the
District of Columbia report, said
Mr. Hamilton, on the resolution of
the Honourable geonticman, lhe
would not only again pay his res-
pects to his poetry aud prose, but,
as a matter of curious speculation,
if not of practical utility, make a
special application of some part of
his philanthropic oratory, even to
the great State which the~gentle-
man _had the honoue to represent an
‘that fidor, S -

Mr. Dorsey, of Maryland, nﬁd,
that he arose_to present-a short bis-
tory of the law as rcgards slaves,
‘Sodn after’tie settievient of tho co-
fonics, a 1aW_existed, Uiat all per.
sons of colonr going at large, wers
tafried to the magistrate, and if.no
evidence of their freedom appeared;

to'‘pay the cquivalent of the ex-
pense of the arrcstment.

In 1791, a law was passad, they
were arreated, and if no €vidence
of freedom appeared, they were sold.
In 1791 tho law prescribed the mods
of notice by the Sheriff, and they
were sold. In 1803, Juige Scott,
of Baltimore, judged that’ no co-
loared person should ! rehend-
ed, unless proofexisted af his being
arunawaf. This created muchin-

1810, a law which
1 ed withott po-

rested the debate; the time hav,
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Mr. Brent wat sorry, {l
could not agree with the ger
from Yirginia, (Mr. l‘owel.)A in:

voting for this resolution in ita pres’
He had no ohbjctions ° -
to an inquiryy but it must be under ..
He, therefore, /1~
moved to strike out the wurds ébes ™
ing a citizen of any of the United™:’

sent state.

an amendment,

Stutes,” to which Mr. Ward a-

greed. ~
Mr. M¢Duffic said, he had to dis..,
agree with the gentewman from
Louisiana, (Mr. Brent) and thought
that resolution now, was far moro
exceptionable than. before. Mre
M¢D. was willing to extend to N.
Y. and to every other State, anee.
qual portion of rights. Every pri-
vilege that others exercisc sle
should have also. He hoped that
the matter would be referred to a
Commitsee from principles of obvi-
ous justice, While defending bis
own rights, be would ever be wils.
ling to grant the same to others.—
Oec hoped no excitémient would bs’
made.
to create unfriendly feelings whene
ever it was presented. If New
York wished to have blacks con-
sidered her citizens, let her have
them. Hc wished her to have her
privileges, as fair and (ull as any
other State. ) i
Mr. Brent said, that the gentlc
man from South Carvlina (Mr.
M¢D.) could not agrce with him;
for this he was sorry, but his ae
mendment, which was already ac-
cepted, was one of a neecssary kind.
\What was the complaint in the case
which was to be redressed by tho
resolution now before the House?
It was the very class that his a-
mendinent comprehended. It was
a frecman sold (or fees. This was
the casc his amehdment involyed,
Mr. Forsyth, of Georgi® said,
that there was, in rcgard to this
casc, a radical defect in the Consti-
tutionolthe U, S. By the lawsof N.
Y. blacks are citizens, We have

a right, in our part to say whether 85

these shall be citizens or not. He
had no objection to an inquiry, If
the argument of the griginal moyer
of the resolution wes good, theh it
was useless to have a committee;
but if it is constitutional, then it
should be altcred.  Mr., F. conclud-

ed, by saying, in that case, he would .

cheerfully entcr into the inquiry.
Mr. Floyd, of Va.said that he
was sorry that this gubjoct bad éxs
cited 80 much debate. - 1€ there is a
law;in " this Disteict to imprison &’
tree white-man, justice calls loud
for its sbolishment. The gentleman;s
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Mivcr):

mentioned many instances of a tig_‘.

mentable kind.. Me, F, hid known’

many as lameatable. The gerle

roan from-Qhin, (Mr. Woods)-ingas
tioned - something’ aboal -
rxgazine and much otbee T

‘but Mr. F. asked if there-was ap
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